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November, 2021 Issue  

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order 
Newsletter 

 
 

Please come and help with 
Christmas Caroling on Sunday, 

December 12th at 2:00pm 
Estates at Lynnhurst Nursing Home 

471 W. Lynnhurst Ave, St Paul, MN 55104 
  

See page 2 for more Apostolate information. 

 
 

Jerry Giebel: 12/4 
Eugene Krentz: 12/8 
Mark S. Hafner: 12/? 

 
Our newsletter is published monthly by: 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 
Vice Minister: Helen Rush, OFS (651-644-6147)   

Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Chuck Roach, OFS (612-801-8990) 

Spiritual Assistant: Brother John Mary Kaspari, fbp  
(651-675-9286) 

 

Inquirer Formation  
Meetings are at Steve Smith’s home.  

Readings from: The Franciscan Journey: 
Nov 19th: Ch 9 “Vatican II, OFS Rule & Constitutions” 

No meeting in December 
 

First Friday: Dec. 3rd 
St. Columba’s Church next to the Friary 

(Covid precautions: please wear a mask and spread out if possible.) 
Franciscan Holy Hour for World Peace 

at 7:00 pm 
Regular Fraternity Meeting at 8:00 pm: 

Business meeting 
Renewal of Profession 
A Franciscan Advent  

Ongoing Formation small groups: 
Mass Readings for Sunday, Dec. 5th 

(No book study.) 
Closing Prayers 

 

If unable to attend in person, you may view the Holy 
Hour and Fraternity Meeting on Zoom, 7:00-9:30pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542679890?pwd=VTAvb2lj
VnhidW1KcXZwQVVuSmtYdz09 

(or dial in: +1 346 248 7799) 
Meeting ID: 875 4267 9890 Password: 393520 

NOTE for those viewing in Zoom: The St Columba connection will 
discontinue when we break into small groups. You may have your own  

group discussion and closing prayers.  
 

Council Meeting: 
Sunday, Dec. 12th, 7:00 – 8:30pm via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkV
nNm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09 

 

The Council animates the Fraternity 
All professed members are welcome to attend 
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Franciscan Brothers of Peace News 
• The Brothers celebrated Br Didacus’ 30th birthday. 
• It is a great disappointment that Br Antonio has again 

been denied a visa to return to the US. He and the 
Brothers are discerning how to proceed forward. 

• Brs. Paschal and Didacus are working with Fr 
Seraphim on vocation recruitment. 

• Brs James, Pio and John Mary are now in charge of 
the food shelf. 

• Donations of Turkeys and Hams are needed between 
now and Christmas. 

• Volunteers are needed to stuff mailings on Fri Nov 
19 at 9am at the Friary. 

******************************** 
Franciscan Brothers of Peace  
YouTube channel. Check it out! 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_w
nUiPr12iZGIJA 

******************************** 
Apostolates News:  
Items for Homeless Ministry: 
Holiday Food drive: 12-14 lb turkeys, 8-10 lb hams 
Non-Food items: Socks, underwear, hygiene items, infant 
diapers etc. are needed – bring to Queen of Peace Friary. 
 

Thank you for your donations! 
The Estates at Lynnhurst 

471 W. Lynnhurst Ave, St Paul, MN 55104 
• THANK YOU to those who have volunteered to be 

pen pals for residents. Remember to send your 
December letter.  

• In-person visits on the 3rd Wednesdays at 6:30pm: 
Dec. 15 / Jan. 19 

• Christmas Caroling on Sunday, Dec. 12th @ 2:00 pm. 
• Procedure for in person visits: Bring your own mask 

and follow all instructions for signing in.  
• We had a fun time doing BINGO in October. 
• Next BINGO date is Sunday, January 23rd at 1:30pm. 
• Dollar Store items are always needed for BINGO 

prizes. Please consider buying a few items and bring 
to the fraternity meeting: 

o Deodorant - men’s and women's         
o Hand lotion, body lotion 
o Disposable razors - men’s and women’s 
o Tooth paste, tooth brushes, dental floss    
o Gloves or mittens 
o Large men’s socks (such as diabetic socks)                
o Word find puzzle books  
o Note cards 
o (Candy is permissible. M&M’s are a favorite!) 

 
 

 
Our BINGO visit was well advertised! 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Will, Debbie, Helen and Eugene 
(courtesy Karen Nelson Photography!) 

 

Little Sisters of the Poor is not yet open for 
visitors. 

******************************** 
Aluminum cans for charity. 
Helen Rush has been collecting aluminum cans for 
years and donates the money to our Fraternity 
causes. Please consider bringing your aluminum 
cans to Helen either at the Fraternity meeting or to 
her home. Thank you, Helen! 
 

******************************** 
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The Quinquennial National Convention is 
scheduled for August 2022 in Phoenix, Arizona. 

By: Will Moore 
 
Dear MQP Franciscans, 
 Just imagine if you chose to go to the 20th 
Quinquennial Congress of the OFS in Phoenix Arizona 
next August. You might ask yourself, just what is a 
Quinquennial? Let me tell you what I know. 
“Quinquennial” means that it happens every 5 years. 
Think of this as 5 days of incredibly good ongoing 
formation. It’s happening at a hotel the 3rd through the 5th 
of the month. The cost for the whole thing is $175, if 
you pay by the end of this year.  
 Eileen and I went to one of these in St. Louis a few 
years ago. It was really inspiring and enriching. We 
broke up in ”Fraternities” of maybe 8 members and 
stayed that way through the week getting to know each 
other well and it felt kind of homey. We drove with 
members of the Prior Lake Fraternity.  We rented a long 
van together and split the cost. It worked out really well. 
We got a hotel room and ate the meals provided for an 
added cost.  
 I was thinking of ways we could save money going 
to Phoenix. I’d find 5 fraternity members who’d want to 
split the cost of renting a vehicle and trailer that sleeps 5. 
I found out it takes 24 hours approximately to get there. 
The Congress is Monday through Friday. So we could 
leave on Sunday and be back on Saturday, one week’s 
time. I don’t really know what the cost of the gas to 
drive the vehicle and trailer down and back will be. The 
trailer has a fridge and air conditioner, shower, 
microwave, 5 beds and kitchenette. Our road trip would 
be a great opportunity to exercise our sister or 
brotherhood as Franciscans in fraternity. Maybe the 
fraternity or a generous benefactor could help fund those 
who need.  
 So why bother? How does a session to help grow in 
faith meditating on the Prayer of Francis before the 
Crucifix sound? It will help us live a more virtuous 
gospel life with its difficulties in joy. It certainly helped 
Francis to do so to a heroic degree.  
 Franciscans young and old come to these sessions.  
 There’s a session for reading Francis’ prayers and 
so begin to understand the Seraphic Father a little better. 
It will help us to offer prayers in the spirit of Francis and 
grow into a deeper relationship with Jesus. This time 
will also offer us moments of interacting with Francis 
and the Virgin Mother. 
 Anyone here like history? How does this session 
sound: “The Importance of the Franciscan Tradition in 
the Formation of Modern Culture”? Did you know that 
in the 13th and 15th centuries Franciscans made a 
pronounced contribution in many aspects of science and 

society, (for example in economics and politics). They 
laid the foundation for the development of modern 
science. I sure would like that one! 
 How would you like to get pumped up on being a 
Franciscan now with our current challenges in ethics, 
morals, and leadership? These sure sounds like things 
I’d like to get more clear about. I might learn a way to 
help improve things as a Franciscan.  

How would you like to learn how to pray along 
with St. Clare, learning something about her 
contemplative prayer? There will be a discussion, 
practice in attending to our own interior life, and 
reflecting upon it. Then contemplating Jesus, who is 
God’s mirror, and imitating the Jesus we gaze upon in it, 
and allowing this to lead us to our transformation. Does 
it get any better than that? 
 How about practicing the creation of art and bread 
making as forms of prayer? Are your passions and 
hungers wetted yet? 
 Have any of you ever had a hard time dealing with 
difficult people as a Franciscan? Maybe one or two of 
you did, right? How about a little training in a 
Franciscan way to do it?  The speaker says; that conflict 
is unavoidable. But, violence in thought, word, or deed 
can be sidestepped. How about letting Francis lead us to 
peaceful Spirit-filled ways and to not let our conflicts 
become fights or wars? 
 In these times when I am growing in awareness of 
my hidden biases and prejudices, which I hold against 
people who are different than I, getting some coaching in 
beginning to understand my biases, the ones of which I 
am aware and those that I am blind to in myself?  I 
might even begin to unhinge them a bit and move toward 
conquering them. The title of this talk is: “The Leper in 
me sees the Leper in you.” 
 Franciscans, I realize this has been long. I hope I 
haven’t lost you all. I will cut to the chase. You can find 
out all about the Quinquennial on the Queen of Peace 
Region website. 
 For those of you interested in a road trip, I did some 
research. A trailer that sleeps 5 with a hitch rents for 
$800 a week. The cost of the Quinquennial is $175. I’m 
trusting that you can plug in the trailer at the hotel. So, if 
5 go in the trailer, drive straight through, (which is 
doable since we can sleep in the trailer), it would come 
out to $335 per person, if we split the price. Plus there is 
the cost of food and gas. So, maybe this would run into a 
little over $420 per person for the week. That total cost 
works out to $60 a day. I believe for the opportunity to 
vamp up your Franciscan Profession to the Rule and 
living the gospel life to a tremendous level, it is worth all 
of this reasonable economical expense.  
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A FRANCISCAN THANKSGIVING 
(Celebrated at our November Fraternity meeting) 

 
Two years before he died, in the Fall of 1224, St. 
Francis received the Stigmata on Mount La Verna 
(100 miles N. of Assisi in the Apennine Mountains).  
He suffered constantly with great pain in his hands, 
feet, and side.  Yet his soul was overflowing with 
happiness and serenity.  Because in this suffering 
Francis experienced God’s incredible love, and 
assurance of salvation. He wrote the following Litany 
to express the fullness of his joy, thanks, and praise, 
his Magnificat. 
 
The MAGNIFICAT of the stigmatized POVERELLO 
 
You are the Holy one, the Lord. 
You alone are God.  You alone do wonders. 
You are mighty and great.  
You are the Most High. 
 
You are King omnipotent, O Holy Father, King of 
Heaven and earth. 
You are three and one, the Lord God, every good. 
You are good, every good, the highest good, the Lord 
God, living and true. 
You are charity and love. 
 
You are wisdom, humility, patience, tranquility, 
happiness and joy. 
You are justice, temperance and all-sufficient riches. 
You are beauty and mildness. 
You are our protector, defender, and guardian. 
You are our strength and our refreshment. 
 
You are our faith, hope, charity, and our infinite 
sweetness. 
You are our life eternal, Lord wonderful and great; 
God omnipotent, Savior most merciful! 
 
THE CANTICLE OF THE SUN 
St. Francis wrote the Canticle of the Sun during the 
last year of his life during the winter of 1225 at San 
Damiano.  He was in poor health, blind, had severe 
physical pain, despair, and was tormented by rats.  
St. Francis learned by the grace of God that suffering 
is beautiful, fruitful, and blessed (redemptive) when 
freely accepted and assures a place in the Kingdom 
of Heaven. So, in his joy of suffering Francis 
composed the final song-poem of his life.  It was an 
out pouring of love, praise, and thanksgiving to God 
and Christ the Savior that he loved so much with his 
heart and soul. Then, just before he died, in Oct., 
1226, he added the final verse about Sister Death. 
 
(From: St. Francis of Assisi, - A Biography, by Omer 
Englebert, pg. 283-284.) 
 

 
THE CANTICLE OF THE SUN 
 
Most High, almighty, good Lord God, 
To you belong all praise, glory, honor and blessing! 
 
Praised be you, O my Lord and God, with all your 
creatures, 
And especially our Brother Sun, 
Who brings us the day and who brings us the light. 
He is fair and shines with a very great splendor: 
O Lord, he signifies you to us! (Refrain) 
 
Praised be you, O my Lord, for our Brother Wind, 
And for air and cloud, calms and all weather 
By whom you uphold life in all creatures.  (Refrain) 
 
Praise the Lord, for our Sister Water, 
Who is very useful to us,  
And humble, and precious and clean. (Refrain) 
 
Praise the Lord, for our Brother Fire, 
Through whom you give us light in the darkness. 
He is bright, and pleasant, and very mighty and 
strong. (Refrain) 
 
Praise the Lord, for our Mother Earth, 
Who sustains and keeps us, 
And brings forth the grass  
And all the fruits and flowers of many colors. (Refrain) 
 
Praise be you, O my Lord, for all who show 
forgiveness, 
And pardon one another for your sake, 
And who endure weakness and tribulation. 
Blessed are they who peaceably endure, 
For you, Most High, shall give them a crown. (Refrain) 
 
Praise to you, O my Lord, for our Sister Death 
And the death of the body  
From whom on no one may escape.  
Woe to those who die in mortal sin, 
But blessed are they who are found walking  
By your most holy will, 
For the second death shall have no power to do them 
any harm. (Refrain) 
 
(Refrain) 
Praise to you, O my Lord, and all blessing. 
We give you thanks and serve you with great humility 
 
This is the original Canticle of the Creatures written by 
St. Francis. 
From: Francis Of Assisi - The Essential Writings In 
His Own Words 
 Translated and Annotated By Jon M. Sweeney 
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THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
OF OUR FRANCISCAN 

FAMILY- 11/5/2021 
(Prayed at our November 

Fraternity meeting) 
 
On Nov. 2, the church 
celebrated All Souls Day. So, 
let us take time to remember 
and pray for all the members 
of our OFS Franciscan 
Family and the Franciscan 
Brothers, fbp, who have 
passed away. 
 
Epistle:  Romans 6:3-9 
Are you unaware that we 
who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus, were baptized 
into his death!  We were 
indeed buried with Him, 
through baptism into death, 
so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too 
might live in newness of life.  
For if we have grown into 
union with Him through a 
death like His, we shall also 
be united with Him in the 
resurrection.  We know that 
our old self was crucified with 
Him, so that our sinful body 
might be done away with, 
that we might no longer be in 
slavery to sin.  If, then, we 
have died with Christ, we 
believe that we shall also live 
with Him.  We know that 
Christ, raised from the dead, 
dies no more, death no 
longer has power over Him. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED FRANCISCANS 
(with bell) 
 
Franciscan Brothers of Peace: 
 
Br. Michael Gaworski, fbp (7/31/1958 - 8/28/2003) Founder 1982 –2003 
Br. Paul O’Donnell, fbp      (12/15/1959 - 2/20/20015) *10/4/1990 
Marc from Cameroon, Friary Resident (2016-2018) 
 
Fraternity of Mary Queen of Peace, OFS: (birth/death), * year professed 
 
Dan Berry, ofs            (9/23/1952 – 12/20/2000) *8/16/1987 
Cornelia Bieza, ofs     (7/11/1917 – 6/28/2020) *4/9/1944 
Dr. Raymond Bonnabeau, ofs (9/20/1933 – 2/26/2011) *5/21/2002 
Loretta Boyum, ofs (2/22/1925 – 4/23/2000) *unknown 
Audrey Brown, ofs  (3/29/1931 – 6/3/2016) *9/14/1997 
Norma Cintron, ofs (8/19/1955 – 12/8/2020) *6/10/2010 
Jean Cronemiller, ofs (2/26/1929 – 9/28/2017) *3/7/1981 
Mary Ann Hennen, ofs (4/6/1933 – 8/4/2009) *1/31/1962 
Frank Junghans, ofs  (9/30/1920 – 10/1/2018) *2/27/2014 
Betty Leedom, ofs (6/22/1937 – 9/26/2013) Candidate 11/2/2012 
Janet Lukesh, ofs     (2/24/1946 – 6/22/2020) *2/2/2015 
Bill McNally, ofs         (9/18/1945 – 3/15/2019) *9/14/1997 
Chloe McNally, ofs  (9/25/1948 – 10/10/2008) *9/14/1997 
Helen O’Rourke, ofs  (2/28/1920 – 2/29/2008) *5/8/1966 
Jeff Proulx, ofs   (8/29/1957 – 9/12/2009) *9/14/1997 
Marie Strommer, ofs   (2/17/1917 – 6/6/2004) *5/20/1962 
 
OFS Family members who have passed away in the last year:  

James (Jim) Calvin Nelson 11/29/21, Karen Nelson’s dad. 
And all of our other deceased loved ones, family and friends whom we 
hold close in our hearts. 
 
And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: 
 Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” 
 “Yes,” says the Spirit, 
 “They will rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them.” 
  (Revelation 14:13) 
 
Let us pray… 
 
 May the angels lead thee into paradise: 
 May martyrs receive thee at thy coming 
 And lead thee into the holy city, Jerusalem. 
  (Antiphon “In Paradisum”) 
  
 Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, 
  and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 
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The Bethlehem Peace Light: 
An Ecumenical Advent tradition 

 
The Bethlehem Peace Light is a flame lit from one of the 
oil lanterns that have been burning at the Church of the 
Nativity in Bethlehem for hundreds of years. The flame 
is transferred from there, being passed from candle to 
candle or oil lantern throughout Europe, and flown to 
New York by Austrian Airlines. The Peace Light will be 
available again this year for you to light a candle in your 
home, or church, or anywhere this symbol of world 
peace might be welcomed. A lighting ceremony will be 
held at JFK airport in New York on December 11th and 
its journey across the US will start then. Let me know if 
you would like me to get it to you. I will bring it using 
an oil lantern and suggest you have some long-lasting 
candles, such as 7-day candles available at church supply 
stores, that I will transfer the flame to. 
Email me at: roach_chuck@yahoo.com 
Peace: Chuck Roach  
More history and info at: 
www.peacelightnorthamerica.org 

 

National Prayer for Vocations to the 
Secular Franciscan Order 

O good and gracious God, God of mercy, compassion, 
generosity, and love, as we live our lives today in the 
model of St. Francis, choosing daily to live the Gospel 
life, help us to help others hear your call. Help us to 

help others recognize their vocation as a Secular 
Franciscan that You have already planted in their heart. 
Help us, so that together we all may work to bring the 

Gospel to life. Amen! 
 

Composed by Marian R. Crosby, OFS, 
2010 National Fraternity gathering in Scottsdale, AZ 

Art by Luciano Craparotta 
www.SecularFranciscansUSA.org 

 

 
 

********************************

November Prayer requests:  
(Thanking God ahead of time) 

 

• That the Lord will call men and women to 
embrace the consecrated life and especially 
that men will respond to the call to embrace the 
Franciscan Brothers of Peace. 

• For special discernment and direction for the 
Brothers in moving forward as Br Antonio in the 
Philippines, was again denied a visa to return to 
the US. For peace and wisdom for Br Antonio. 
May God’s will be done.  

• In thanksgiving for the recovery of the 5 
Brothers who had been ill with Covid. 

• For blessings on all of the FBP apostolates and 
the people they serve.  

 

• For peace on earth and good will toward men. 
• That everyone will have a good Thanksgiving. 
• For all persecuted Christians around the world. 
• For all those affected by the Covid pandemic 

here and around the world. For proper 
treatment; for protection from further spread 
and for recovery for those who have been ill.  

• For the souls of all those who died from Covid 
and for their grieving loved ones.  

• For protection and provision for all those 
suffering from natural disasters. 

• For peace in our communities and for the safety 
of first responders. 

• In thanksgiving for the sacrifices of veterans 
and for provision for all returning veterans. 

• For the Lord’s loving provision for all the poor 
and the homeless. 

• For the conversion of souls and for increased 
devotion to Mary.  

• That we all will be receptive to the truth and 
beauty of the Church. 

 

• That the Holy Spirit will continue to guide the 
Council in animating the fraternity. 

• For strengthening of community spirit within our 
fraternity. 

• For continued guidance for our newly professed 
members, Nini, Karen and Scott.  

• For blessings upon our Inquirers, Chuck H and 
Mark, as they journey to discern their 
Franciscan vocation. 

• For the needs of all our fraternity members:  
o For protection, strength and healing for 

those who are ill. 
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o For the needs of those unable to attend 
our November meeting: Mike Bartel, 
Janie Carlson, Eugene Krentz, Mary 
Marshall, Eileen Moore, Chuck Roach, 
Scott Rooney, Mike Ross, Marty Spicer. 

• For Karen and her family, as they grieve the 
death of her dad, James Calvin Nelson. And for 
the repose of his soul. 

• For guidance and provision for Debbie as she 
seeks to apply for coverage with a different 
insurance company. For continued 
improvement in her body’s ability to heal and 
resist infection. That the Lord will use Debbie 
for His glory and fill her with peace during this 
time of uncertainty regarding future surgery.  

• Mike Bartel asks for prayers regarding anger 
issues. May he allow the Holy Spirit to bring 
healing to any wounds that may be the source.  

• May we all allow the Lord to embrace our 
brokenness. 

• In thanksgiving for Marty Madansky’s safe 
return from Nicaragua. That he will recognize 
what the Lord has for him next.  

• In thanksgiving that everything has fallen into 
place for Eugene to move to an apartment in 
New Hope at the end of November. St Joseph, 
protector of homes, intercede for Eugene’s 
health and for a smooth transition to a new 
living situation. 

• For guidance and protection for Mike Ross as 
he travels to South Africa. 

• For continued guidance and provision for John 
Rosensteel in Tennessee.  

 

• Continued prayers for the health of Brenda’s 
brother, Brad, who is now back home in Grand 
Rapids, full time. That his body will not reject 
the transplanted lungs, and that his other 
organs will continue to function properly.  

• In thanksgiving for the survival of Brenda’s 
nephew, Christopher, who had uncontrollable 
bleeding during surgery for throat cancer. For 
protection and healing as he undergoes 
treatment for the cancer. 

• For the soul of Mary Marshall’s cousin, Ron, 
who died in early November. In thanksgiving 
that he had a peaceful death. For consolation 
for his family. 

• In thanksgiving for safe travels for Eileen as she 
cared for her sister, Liz, in Arizona, who 
underwent back surgery. In thanksgiving that 
the surgery was successful and that Liz is pain 
free. 

• For Robin’s sister who is recovering from 
surgery. 

• For healing for Chuck Roach’s neighbor, Karen, 
who has been very ill. 

• For healing of back pain for Scott’s friend, 
Jared, so he can get back to work to support his 
family. 

• In thanksgiving that Steve’s daughter, 
McKenzie, has been able to maintain her 
weight and that she will be starting a job with 
the Parkinson Foundation. For guidance of her 
medical team as they continue with treatments 
for her condition. 

• For healing for Mike Bartel’s friend Michael in 
his emotional struggles. May Mike be a source 
of hope for Michael. 

• For peace and inner healing Scott’s niece, 
Ferdosi. 

• For the spiritual growth and conversion of all 
the doctors on Debbie’s medical team. 

• For Debbie’s family members and for healing of 
relationships. 

• For rain in Santa Fe, NM where Debbie’s sister 
Kathleen lives. That wells will not run dry. 

• For safe travels for a friend of Chuck Heidtke. 
• For healing for Jeannie’s friend, Zelda. That she 

will draw close to God in her suffering. 
• In thanksgiving for all the prayer support for the 

transformational ministry of Grief to Grace. May 
all those who have suffered trauma and abuse 
experience consolation and healing in union 
with Christ’s passion, death and resurrection. 

• For healing grace for all our friends and loved 
ones with cancer. For the repose of the souls of 
those who have died. 

• For the health and well-being of those to whom 
we minister at Lynnhurst nursing home.  

• That the Lord will provide for the physical and 
spiritual needs of patients at the VA Hospital. 
May all who are dying be drawn into the Lord’s 
heavenly embrace. 

• For healing for families dealing with mental 
health issues, addiction issues and blended 
family issues. 

• That the Lord will meet the needs of all our 
family members who have left the Church. That 
they will come to know His love for them. 

• For all our friends and family members for 
whom we have promised to pray. 

• For all the intentions we hold in the silence of 
our hearts. 
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ONGOING FORMATION  
Mass Readings for Sunday, Dec. 5th 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Reading I  Bar 5:1-9 
Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and 
misery; put on the splendor of glory from God 
forever: wrapped in the cloak of justice from God, 
bear on your head the mitre that displays the glory 
of the eternal name. For God will show all the earth 
your splendor: you will be named by God forever 
the peace of justice, the glory of God’s worship. Up, 
Jerusalem! stand upon the heights; look to the east 
and see your children gathered from the east and the 
west at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that 
they are remembered by God. Led away on foot by 
their enemies they left you: but God will bring them 
back to you borne aloft in glory as on royal thrones. 
For God has commanded that every lofty mountain 
be made low, and that the age-old depths and gorges 
be filled to level ground, that Israel may advance 
secure in the glory of God. The forests and every 
fragrant kind of tree have overshadowed Israel at 
God’s command; for God is leading Israel in joy by 
the light of his glory, with his mercy and justice for 
company. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel   Lk 3:1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and 
Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip 
tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 
came to John the son of Zechariah in the desert. 
John went throughout the whole region of the 
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the 
words of the prophet Isaiah: A voice of one crying 
out in the desert: “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his paths. Every valley shall be filled 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low. The 
winding roads shall be made straight, and the 
rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the 
salvation of God.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

******************************** 
Franciscan Gospel Sharing: 
Gaze on Him: 
• Look on the words 
• Read and listen to the Scripture with an open 

mind 
• Let the words sink into you 
Consider Him: 
• Ponder the words 
• Think about what is being revealed in your heart 

and mind and soul 
Contemplate Him: 
• Weigh the words 
• Decide which article in the OFS Rule relates to 

the words and ponder that article 
Imitate Him: 
• Outpour the words; 
• Take all of this into the world with a concrete 

action which today you state aloud 
 
Gospel Sharing Discussion Questions: 
1. What is happening in today’s gospel? 
2. What is the connection between the Gospel and 

the first reading? 
3. What word or phrase stands out? 
4. How does the Gospel apply to my life? 
5. How does this Gospel relate to our Franciscan 

Rule? 
6. What can be my action response as an 

individual? 
7. What can be our action response as a 

Fraternity? 
 

 


